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Bringing Camp to the Community with CampOut
Faster than a New York City taxi. 

More enjoyable than a dino nugget. 
Able to leap tall speed bumps in a 
single bound. Look, out on the road! 
It’s a truck…it’s a van…it’s CampOut!

This past September, The Hole in 
the Wall Gang Camp hit the road with 
a new program providing campers, 
families and caregivers something they 
can never get enough of…more Camp! 
CampOut, a mobile Camp experience, 
brings all sorts of fun activities right 
to camper hometowns via home visits 
and community events. A tricked-out 
Camp van, resplendent with scenes 
from Camp, is available to accompany 
our CampOut specialists, but certainly 
isn’t necessary for Campy fun to be had, 
and visits are frequently arranged 
without it.

bracelets. Even the family dog was 
caught “raising a little hell” with some 
parent-approved pizza crust scraps. 
With crafts completed and materials 
provided for future projects, it was 
time to relax around a living room 
campfire, roast s’mores and share in a 
Cabin Chat before the van left to head 
back to Camp.

Sound fun? Camper families can 
schedule a home visit with or without 
the van by emailing the CampOut team 
at campout@holeinthewallgang.org or 
giving them a shout at (860) 429-3444. 

And the CampOut specialists don’t 
just make home visits. CampOut hosts 
fun-filled events open to all current 
and recent campers and their families 
throughout the Northeast. The family 
friendly happenings, which do require 
a parent or guardian to accompany 
campers, provide a wonderful 
opportunity for local Camp families 
to meet, mingle and bond with each 
other. With career days, pottery-
painting parties and more, there’s an 
event to suit everyone!

Keep an eye on the roads for a van 
covered in Camp scenes and a driver 
sporting a clown nose, and give us 
a wave. Bonus points if you can spot 
Kong! You can find out where we’ll be at 
www.holeinthewallgang.org/campout.

Be sure to “like” us on Facebook

http;//www.facebook.com/

holeinthewallgangcamp
and follow us on Twitter

http://www.twitter.com/holewallcamp
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“When the Hospital Outreach 
Program began taking the fun and 
friendship of Hole in the Wall into 
clinical settings 12 years ago, we 
learned that the magic of Camp was 
portable,” said Sarah Eio Smithson, 
director of outreach programs at 
Camp. “Now, we are excited to offer 
families a brand new program with its 
own dedicated staff who are bringing 
‘a different kind of healing’ to camper 
communities and homes.”

Most recently, CampOut brought 
Camp fun to Manchester, Conn., where 
crafts were the order of the day. After 
a delicious lunch of camper-created 
pepperoni pizza, bins and bins of 
Camp-style activities were brought 

inside. Then, two very excited 
girls had some very big decisions 

to make. With just about every 
project imaginable at their 
fingertips, would it be duct tape 
crafts, painting or something 
completely different like a 
science project, marble race 
track or an epic game of cards? 

It didn’t take long to settle 
on a few choice activities, 
and the girls set to work 
screen-printing T-shirts, 
building and painting a 
dartboard, and making 

The CampOut Van, which hit the road this fall, has been bringing the magic of Camp right to our campers since September!
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Long time Camp volunteers Sherry “Momma” Tally and Amber Alexander created this beautiful 
mural, which graces the entrance of the relocated New Haven Office.

What’s New 
at Camp

Top photo: Jimmy and a camper clown 
around at the New York Circus.

Above photo: Ross gives his now legendary 
speech at the Bandits in the Big Apple 25th 
Anniversary Celebration.

“Never stop climbing.”
These are the inspirational 

words shared by former camper 
Ross Gipson at our Bandits in 
the Big Apple 25th Anniversary 
Celebration last fall to describe a 
lasting lesson that he learned at 
The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp. 
It was advice his counselors gave 
him back in the 1990s when, as a 
camper, he made his way to the top 
of the climbing tower. It is also an 
enduring lesson that still motivates 
him all these years later and has 
taken him to exciting new heights – 
and even law school. 

Ross’ words resonate with me 
even now. As we prepare for our 
27th summer, all of us at Hole in 
the Wall look forward to an exciting 
future where Camp continues to 
expand its programming to serve 
more brave children and provide 
deeper levels of service to our 
current families. I, for one, am 
looking forward to the climb and all 
the wonderful friendships that will 
be made along the way.

As you read the stories in this 
issue, you will learn about the 
expansion of our Hospital Outreach 
Program into Philadelphia, 
experience one of the very first 
CampOut home visits and read 
about a new staff member who is a 

From the CEO
familiar face returning to The Hole in 
the Wall Gang Camp family

I want to thank our extraordinary 
Camp community for helping us reach 
such exciting heights and allowing us 
to embrace all the possibilities that 
the future holds. Together, we can 
continue to fill this Hole in the Wall 
with fun, friendship and joy for many 
more years to come.

Raise high the pirate flag! Those of 
you who visited Camp over the past year 
may have noticed that our beloved tree 
house was closed, its signature flag of 
rebelliousness lowered. With the safety 
of our campers always at the forefront 
of everything we do, the time had 
come to shore up the supports and the 
accessibility ramp. Today, the updates 
are complete, and the tree house will 
once again welcome campers with the 
Jolly Roger waving in the summer wind. 

Speaking of renovations, camper 
cabins are also being refreshed. 
Starting with the Yellow Unit, 
which will be renovated before the 
summer season, the cabins will have 
updated bathrooms and increased 
energy efficiency, among other 
enhancements. Both campers and 
counselors will appreciate the benefits, 
which include an additional camper 
shower and more closet space for 
counselors. Heating and cooling units 
in the sleeping quarters will make the 
cabins even more comfortable and 
usable into the chillier days of late fall 
and early spring.

There have been some significant 
changes in our New Haven office as 
well. As our organization continues to 
grow, we moved upstairs to a more 
spacious location on the 11th floor. 

The amazing new office feels an 
awful lot like “Camp,” complete with 
a beautiful mural by Sherry “Momma”  
Tally and Amber Alexander!

This year also marked a change 
in how we annually celebrate our 
amazing founder, Paul Newman, 
as we took our Founder’s Day 
celebration online. Camp friends 
and family shared stories at 
www.holeinthewallgang.org/
newmanandthegang, and posted 
their favorite stories about Paul and 
Camp to Facebook and Twitter. The 
celebration will continue year round, 
so check out the site and share your 
stories with #newmanandthegang.

And last, but certainly not least, 
we’d like to welcome Dr. Gary Kupfer 
to our Board of Directors. After four 
years volunteering during the summer 
program and serving on Camp’s 
Medical Committee, Dr. Kupfer joins 
the board as Chairman of the Medical 
Committee.  He brings 30 years of 
experience combining cancer research 
with pediatric oncology, and currently 
runs the pediatric cancer program at 
Yale. He’ll continue volunteering at the 
OK Corral this summer, so stop by and 
give him a shout.
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MY BODY
By  Luciano Duffy, 12, Grade 6, 1/3/13

My pain is prickly like a cactus
On a hot day.
I feel it morning, noon, and night.
My body shudders
Like a bedbug at night.
I am angry
Like a hungry bear.
I would like to bite into bravery.  
I feel hardened like a bunch of people
Stepping on sidewalk pavement.
I want to speak to God in heaven,
To know more about the afterlife.
I want to give love and care to my family.
I want to transform my pain into a meal 
And I eat it.  

 A showcase for our families’ creativity



Volunteer 
Physicians
Steve Angelo, MD
Jennifer Bellini, MD
Anju Chawla, MD
Jodie Chen, MD
Nick  Evageliou, MD
Eileen Gillan, MD
Matt Heeney, MD
Jerry Hememway, MD
Mike Isakoff, MD
Chris Justinich, MD
Patricia Kavanaugh, MD
Nicole Kucine, MD
Gary Kupfer, MD
Katy Lilly, MD
Kerry Moss, MD
Dave Nelson, MD
Andrea Orsey, MD
Wilbur Pan, MD
Farzana Pashankar, MD
Howard Pearson, MD
Jennifer Schwab, MD
Lorna Seybolt, MD
Kelly Wade, MD
Dan  Weiser, MD

Fellows, 
Residents,  
Medical Students
Kelli Collins, MD
Loretta Li, MD
Leanna May, MD
Molly Naples
Kevin Schwartz, MD
Stephanie Skuby, MD
Mike Siebrect

Volunteer Nurses
Diane Amantea, LPN
Donna Angelo, RN
Margaret Ballard, RN
Pat Bragdon, LPN
Valerie Burgos-

Kneeland, RN
Julie Burns, APRN
Kathy Burns, RN
Patti  Carlton, APRN
Alison Clenenning, RN
Ashley Courtney, RN
Tad Dorry, RN
Christine Eaccarino, APRN
Amy Hagstrom, RN

Jaime Hensel, RN
Beth Iovinelli, RN
Blanca Jackson, RN
Bev Ketchen, APRN
Eileen Kolakoski, RN
Melanie Kushner, APRN
Maureen Licursi, APRN
Jo-Ann Main, RN
Kristen Masterson, RN
Pat  McLarney, RN
Rosemarie Miller, RN
Ashlee Moskwa, RN
Yazmin Noel, RN
Karen  Palotti, RN
Mary Parker
Marie Parks, APRN
Sue Pillet, APRN
Patty Poisson, RN
Adrienne Prandi, RN
Sally Pratt, RN
Thomas Rudisill, RN
Cassie Ryan, APRN
Kate Saylor, APRN
Wendy Thornley, RN
Carly Venditto, RN
Susan Wagner, RN
Gina Wetzel, RN
MaryAnne Williams-

Pitman, APRN
Darlah Woodsley, RN
Noell Woolrich, RN
Justine Zoeller, RN

Other Medical 
Professionals
Richard Bragdon, RPH

Office and 
Work Project 
Volunteers
Accenture 
Art Adams
Dawn Adams
Aetna 
Bank of America 
Jill Baral
Mark Baral
Barclay 
Pattie Basile
Vinnie Basile
Bradley Univ 
Joe Buchanan
Michelle Buchanan

Bernadette Casson
Norm Connaughton
Terri Connaughton
Greg Cooney
John Coperine
Tee Coperine
Jay Corinha
Karen  Corinha
Covidien 
CT Return Peace Corp 
Anna Cyr
Mike Cyr
Daversa Partners 
Dee David
Skip David
Diane  Demetriades
Doris  DeWees
RoJeanne Doege
Patti Donaldson
Sue Dunn
Kim Gentile
Pete Gentile
Green Farms Academy 
Becky Grillo
Kara Grillo
Hasbro 
Hitachi Capital 
Michael Horton
Debbie Howland
Dennis Jackson
Jet Blue 
Debbie Johnson
Joan Johnson
Ken Foods 
Laurie Kenney
Dawnette Lawson Pink
Marcy LeBlanc
LEGO 
Liberty Mutual 
Joan Lipson
Paula Mandel
Susan McCall
Sharon McHugh
Monsignor Haddad 

School 
Lori Moran
Nestlé Water  
Jim  O’Connor
Janine Oliva
Bill Pardi
Pat Pardi
Pepperidge Farm 
Pfizer 

Ed Pontbriant
Jean Pontbriant
Francine Rainey
Shalane Regan
Rebecca Robbins 

O’Loughlin
Nancy  Rodriguez
Royal Bank of Scotland 
Jon San
Carole-Lynn Saros
Greg Saros
Al Shaul
Kim Shaul
Debbie Sherman
Nancy  Soneson
Stop & Shop 
Bill Taft
Cindy Taft
Jared Taft
Denise Taylor
Kenroy Taylor
Laura Taylor
George Temidis
Leeza Temidis
Wayne Thorpe
Travelers 
Unesco-international 

volun. 
Unilever 
Webster Bank 

Event Volunteers 
Chris Allen
Nikole Allen
Brenda Annunziata
Kim Austin
Kelly Baker
David Barrow
John Bartok
Jamison Benvenuto
Andrea Borella
Bill Bradford 
Eileen Brown
Christine Clifford
Robert Criner
Joyce  Cullen
Josh Cyr
Pam  De Angelo
Fabiola DeArmas
Barrie Deschaine
Carl Deschaine
John DiLeo 
Kate Dombrowski

Ravi Durvasula
Lisa Fenton
Tom Ferdman 
Meaghan Finn
Erica Fray
Ryan Gagne
Denise Gardiner
Kathleen Gebhart
Michelle Genuario
Bethany Gibbons
Wayne Gronlund
Michelle Guennero
Jeff Guilbeault
John Haigis
Hallmark Institute of 

Photography 
Erin Harmon
Richard Haus
Joanne Heckman
Cedar Hewes
Bailey  Horton
Kathy-Ann Hutchinson
Gary Iannicelli 
Brian Kemble
Michael Kesten 
Ellen Kliavkoff
Diane Kosarko
Joel Kowaleski
Julie  Kowaleski
Amy Kuehner
Jackie Lamando
Gail Lane
Bryan Ledoux
Jessie Ledoux
Darlene Lieff
Ilya Lipsman
Barbra Logiudice
Mike Logiudice
Rosemarie Mahan
Renee Mahler
Peter   Matos
Sally McAllister
Helen McCarthy
Chris Merisotis 
Grace Mininni
Andy Morse
Brenda Morse
Dawn Nelson
Christy O’Brien
Joe  O’Brien
Laura O’Brien
Tim O’Brien
Ryan Oronato
Pete O’Rourke
Julio Ortiz
Michael Padulsky
Jim Parsons
Kim Parsons
Liz Parsons
Stephani Parsons
Ruchi Patel
Simone Porter
Aileen Postlethwaite
Scott Price
Liz Punsalan 
Ray Reniere
Robert Benson 

Photography 
Amy Rucki
Jim Sheehan
John Shields
Steve Sidoruk
Rachel Smiley
Kendall Smith
Becky Snow
Margot Soule
Kendrick Steer

T. Charles Erickson 
Photography 

Brittany Taylor
Mike Tillotson 
Natalie Vetro
Christina Vidaic
Sarah Voccola
Mayada Wadsworth
Mary Lee Walsh
Jeff Weeks
Ashley Wilson-Judge
Katie Witteck
Tom Wood
Mayumi Yamashita
Jeff Zeitlin
Mikayla Zeitlin

Program 
Volunteers
Gail  Erdos
The Frogmen 
Damaris Hall
Melvin Hall
Cliff Quinn
Peggy  Tryon
Ann Williams 
Tim Williams

Cabins and 
Weekend 
Program 
Volunteers
Gabrielle Abbott
Ruth Abelmann
Lisa Acomb
Jane Adams
Kevin Adams
Sean Adams 
Leigh Adel-Arnold
Shannon Ahern
Ottavia Albertini
Brandon Alexander
Daniel Allen
Josh Allen
Marshall Allan
Rebecca Allen
Dick Anderson
Johanna Anderson
Linda Anderson
Chad Angeli
Hilary Armstrong
Joe Armstrong
Meg Atkin
Kiley Atkins
Caitlin Axtmayer
Emily Babcock
John Bailin
Melissa Baldino
Bryan Ballard
Matthew Ballard
Aaron Baral
Stacy Baral
Jacqueline Baril
Durante Barringer
Emily Bart
Alec Bartimer
Larry Bartimer
Michael Bartimer
Lucy Bartlett
Margaret Barusch
Jane Bassewitz
Julia Bassewitz
Sheri Bassewitz
Christopher Bayly
Mac Bayly
Maggie Beatson
Kyle Beatty
Jake Becker

Lynn Belkin
Julia Ben-Asher
Olivia Benson
Wendy Benson
Zoe Benson
Matthew Berlin
Mike Berlin
PJ Best
Ben Beutel-Gunn
Chris Billings
Derek Billings
Scott Billings
MaryKate Bisaillon
Elise Bitterman
Ellen Bobrow
Brion Bonkowski
Lauri Boscarino
Hannah Boudreau
Nathaniel Breslin
Brady Brickner-Wood
Clark Briffel
Kayla Briggs
Kim Bright
Chelsea Bristol
Michael Brogan
Fred Brooke
Cat Brousseau
Nicholas Brow
Colleen Brown
Shasta Broyles
Sally Brzozowski
David Buck
Heather Buck
Michael Cafarelli
Sean Cahill
Amy Calvanese
Jimmy Canton
Nancy Caperino
Daniel Capobianco
Kate Carpenter
Dylan Cavaliere
Cory Cerritelli
Jill Champagne
Craig Chassen
Austin Christie
Jenny Christopherson
Giovanni Cinamella
Allie  Cipolla
Emma Clark
Yanira Claudio
Steve Clendenning
Marshall Cohen
Allie Coker-

Schwimmer
Emmanuel Coker-

Schwimmer
Nicole  Collette
Martin Collins
Jessica Comras
Tegan Condon
Amie Conner
Kelsey Conroy
Brad Cook
Jane Couperus
Aaron Cruz
Kate Cullen
Miranda Cullen
Char Curry
Marissa Cutting
Amy Czarnowski
Michael Czerwinski
Lee Davis
Lindsay Davis
Martha Davis
Matthew DeCamara
Sean Delaney
Carrie DeLeon

Teresa Derr
Brandon Devlin
Kelsey Dewey
Zita DeZagon
Jillian Diauto
Lauren Dickens
Haley DiDomizio
Chantal Diedrich
Michelle Dinkes
Rose DiSanto
Laura Dobbs
Kwaku Domfe
Lauren Donnellan
Shannon Donnellan
David Donnelly
Kristin Drouin
Catharine Duane
Brian Duggan
Tim Duggan
Rebecca Dulit
Danielle Dumaine
Abigail Dunbar
Abigail Dunlap
Neal Edelson
Raphe Elkind
Emily Elliott
Erin Emerson
Cindy Enriquez
Kathryn Esposito
Phil Esposito
Holly Everett
Morgan Fagant
Justin Farrands
Peter Farrington
Cheryl Faucher
Alessia Federici
Jeffrey Fein
Andrew Fezza
Dann Fink
Adam Fishman
Colleen Foster
Barry Fowler
Kelly Foy
Goetti Francois
Rubanza Frank
Daryl Fraser
Craig Friedland
Mitchell Friedman
Jamie Fuller
Annie Gaburo
Ted Galo
Megan Ganzenmuller
Amanda Garbatini
Denise Garner
Ralph Gates
Christian Gauthier
Amanda Geduld
Elizabeth Gephart
Pooh Gephart
Hilary Gerson
Abby Gerts
Janet Giangiulio
Steven Giangiulio
Kaitlyn Gibson
Monica Gibson
Ann Gillard
Bruce Ginsberg
Sara Giolo
Jordan Glick
Samuel Glickman
Linda Godby
Pierluigi Goisis
Clio Goldsmith
Howard Goldstein
Neva Goldstein
Rebecca Goldstein
Maria Gomez

Mary-Kay Grealish
Sabrina Greaves
Judy Gregory
Danielle Grosh
Dave Gruendel
Jimmy Guity
Dylan Haas
Eric Haglund
Alison Haigis
Benjamin Hall
Colleen Hanly
Tiara Hansen
Paul Harrison
Cassie Hartley
Roxanne Hassett
Lee Haugen
Michael Haydu
Lisa Hellen
Harriet Hendel
Chelsea Heneghan
Deborah Heneghan
Lulu Higgins
Andrew Hirschberg
Carly Hirschberg
Danny Hirschberg
Susan Hoffman
Brittany Horton
Dawn Horton
Kyle Horton
Jeffrey Huber
Michael Hund
Michael Inwald
Nikita Iyer
Emily Janice
Thomas Jedrzynski
Mark Jenkins
Angela Jervey
Richard Jervey
Deidra Jones
Michael Jones
Christine Jorgensen
Mark Jourdian
Nicole Jubelirer
Kristin Juhasz
Brigitte Jung
Denise Justinich
John Justinich
Nancy Kail
Chuck Kain
Gayla Kain
Sarah Kaiser
John Kaplan
Kristiann  Kassay
Daniel Kayne
Maria Kayne
Richard Kayne
Andrea Keefe
Sean  Keegan
Ashley Kelley
Elise Kelley
Katelyn Kelley
Samantha  Kent
Scott Kimmel
Alan Kinsella
Diane Knetzger
Kate Knetzger
Ann Kollegger
Sven Kortum
Ben Kovachy
Matt Krubski
Tom Kulesza
Nora Kulkarni
Kailee Kunst
Noa Kupfer
Sarah Laaff
Audrey LaBolle
Matthew LaBolle

Aimee LaFrance
Bridgette Lamando
Catherine Lamb
Lauren Lambert
Nicole Lamontagne
Taylor Langford
Patricia Lanigan
John Lavelle
Sarah Lawlor
Hannah Leo
Belinda Lerner
Andrea Lerude
Jen Leslie
Jay Levine
Kristal Lewis
Kevin Li
Chris Liguore
Arielle Linsky
Jack  Litterst
Anne Livingstone
Timothy Lobdell
Jordan Loeb
Louis-David Lord
Nicole Lowe
Gianna Luchetti
Collin Lynch
Catherine MacLean
David MacNiven
Kevin Magee
Robyn Magee
Ryan Magee
Cynthia Maloney
Jennifer Maranzano
Christina Marchitto
Liz Marconi
Greg Marcy
Antonina Marino
Jacqueline Martin
Craig Mathieson
Clare Matschullat
Taylor Matulis
Lucy Mazur-Warren
Peter McBride
Kathleen McDonough
Benton McGivern
Alexandria McGowan
Caitlin McGrath
Erinn McGrath
Claire McGuire
Merrell McGuire
Kate McKee
Marisa McKently
Ben McMaster
Kim McMenamin
Lani McNeill
Kathy Meisler
Nikki Messenger
Andrew Miller
Beth Miller
Olivia Miller
Alexandra Milmoe
Chris Milmoe
Corny Milmoe
Jackie Miranda
Amy Monastero
Chris Moore
Juan  Morales
Maria Morales
Laura Morali
Chris Moran
Robert Moran
Michael Morrill
Patrick Morton
Ben Moskoff
Laura Moynihan
Douglas Mund
Deirdre Murphy

Timothy Murphy
Joseph Myer
Regina Myers
Trent Myers
Lee Ann Myers
Santosh Nandabalan
Debra Nanus
Mary Nerbonne
Heather Neuwirth
Gregory Newstadt
Lisa Nickerson Bucklin 
Jes Niemiec
Bobby Nims
Gary Norris
Michael Norris
Matthew Nussbaum
Mike Nussbaum
Susan Nussbaum
James O’Connor
Holly  O’Donnell
Michelle O’Donnell
Ami Ohe
Austin O’Keane
Kelly O’Leary
Catherine Olsen
David Olson
Colin O’Neill
Ryan Onorato
Mark Oristano
Brian O’Rourke
Colin Orsini
Erin Pallotti
Christie Parmelee
Melanie Pascal
Rashmi Pashankar
Rebecca Patenaude
Christopher Pates
Sarah Peacock
Elke Perez
Nancy Persoons
Sandi Petrulis
Molly Phelps
Ali Phillips
Thomas Phillips
David Pigden
Melissa Pigden
Garrett Place
Colin Plant
Otis Poisson
Chris Pontbriant
Emma Posner
Greg  Price
Daniel Prior
Kemar Prussien
Kingdar Prussien
Kathryn Quinn
Jennifer Raney
Thea Rasini
Michelle Reicher
Brett Reinke
Tiffany Reites
Kevin Rice
Dennis Rinaldi
Stephanie Robbins
Alex Robertson
Sile Robinson
Sally Roden
Mara Rodriguez
Tiffany Roiseland
Judy Rokeach
Donna Romano
Nicole Romano
Kaylani Rosado
Marisa Rothbard
Michelle Rozek
Mark Rozelle
Lynne Rozsa

Colleen Ryan
Elizabeth Sahner
Adam Sandve
Melissa  Santiago
Kelly Schulte
Dana Schultz
Rona Schwartz
Sofia Schwarz
Alexis Seder
Nicole Seidel
Anneliese Seitz-Mund
Kyle Selnau
Jo Senecal
Dan Shapiro
Matthew Shapiro
Patsy Shawver
Raymond Shedd
Joann Sheehan
Cheryl Shull
Micaela Shutt
James Sibelle
Denise Siebert
Julia Siegel
Quadhera Simmons
Alethea Skefos
Stephen Slowinski
Kyle Smith
Gayle Smotherman
Emily Stanley
Christopher Stavrakos
Michael Stavrakos
Beth Stefanik
Paul Stefanik
Brandi Stenglein
Iesha  Stroud
Jim Sullivan
Marie Sullivan
Derek Surdez
Maxwell Svec
Nancy Sybert
David Tate
Lindsay Temple
Ryan Thompson
Patrick Tishion
Jason Torba
Maria Torraco
Michael Tyler
Halley Urich
Sara Vagie
Kumar Vasudevan
Zachary Verzillo
Eileen Victory
Victor Villagomez
Lisa Vita
Mark Wade
Tony Wallach
Laura Walsh
John Waselik
Whitney Washburn
Eliana Wasser
Nanci Weinberger
Julie Wenger
Nancy Wentworth
Judy West
Melissa Whalen
Leilani White
Tyler  Willis
Hope Winkler
Jenna Wisch
Amy Woodruff
Greg Yeager
Stefanie Zaino
Daniel Zheng
Alexander Zhu
Janice Zink
Hannah Zoeller
Mary Ann Zoeller

Thanks to Our 2013 Volunteers!
We celebrate the hundreds of volunteers who helped to make 2013 an exceptional year for Camp and our campers.  
And a special THANK YOU to all of our Camp parents!

Thanks to Our 2013 Team Members
Our thanks go out to our amazing Team members who helped make 2013 a successful year for Team Hole in the Wall. 
Begum Abadin
Alex Abelin
Chaleen Abely
Callie Acker
Danielle Ackley
Jeremy Adams
Joan Adams
Daniel Agar
Judy Ahearn
Tim Ahearn
Jennifer Ahern
Tim Ahern
Donna Aiudi
Jeffrey Robert Akin
Greg Alaimo
Alyssa Alamed
Kyle Alamed
Diego Alanis
Gaetano Albani
Liam Alberti
Tyler Albright
Andrew Alden
Nancy Alden
Robert Alden
Sara Alden
Steve Alden
Venera Alexandrova
Michael Alfano
Tony Alfano
John Alfone
Maryellen Allegretti
Vincent Allehaut
Justin Allen
Michelle Allen
Jacobo Almuina
Elissa Alster
Paul Altmeyer
Martim Amaral Neto
Abby Amato
Dija Amer
Nicole Amodei
James Anderson
Peter Anderson
Suzan Anderson
Tim Anderson
Tom Andrix
Brenda Annunziata

Carol Ansel
Evan Apinis
Robin Apinis
Ronald Apinis
Caren Appleby
William Appleby
Katherine Armstrong
Pamela Armstrong
Robert Armstrong
Greg Arnold
Nathaniel Aronson
Scott Aronson
Michael Arroyo
Hina Asghar
Zackery Asken
Kelly Atzbach
Owen Atzbach
Nicholas Aubin
Savanna Aubin
Christopher Aucella
Robert Auer
Dierdre Austin
Emily Austin
Patricia Axtmayer
Jose Azcona
Lena Bachar
Lisa Bachiochi
Harold “Chet” Bacon
Mary Bacon
Craig Baker
Grace Baker
Iain Baker
Rick Baker
Beverly Bakes
Bozena Balanceau
Dave Balanceau
Karen Balik
Richard Balik
Dave Ballingall
Robert Banas
Adam Bandelli
Amy Baral
Jill Baral
Elisa Barone
Jim Barra
Mark Barrett
Lily Bartel

Katherine Bartlett
Alison Bartlett-

O’Donald
Jodie Bartnicki
John Bartok
Dan Barufaldi
Jordan Basilicato
Lisa Basilla
Andy Baskin
Susan Bassick
Sheryl Bates
Michael Battey
Ernie Bauer
Eric Baum
Frank Baxter
Deborah Bayazit
Ryan Beach
Clive Bealing
Dana Bean
Garth Bean
Kenneth Beatty
Paul Beatty
Jon Beaty
Theodore Bell
Jen Belodeau
Larry Belodeau
Nora Belodeau
Katie Belusa
Lenny Bender
Pamela Benepe
Andria Benjamin
Nick Benner
John Bennett
Michele Benoit-Koski
Leo Bento
Caroline Bentz
Olivia Berard
Zachary Berard
Katie Berlandi
Terry Bernard
Noah Bernstein
Shirley Bernstein
Paul Biagioni
Dean Bickford
Greg Biggs
Dean Birdsall
Andrea Birmingham

Theresa Birmingham
Alyssa Bishop
Darcey Blair
David Blanchard
Michael Blanchard
Tyler Blanchard
Meg Blaney
Danny Blanusa
Jerry Blanusa
Timothy Blanusa
Jeff Blinderman
Josh Blinderman
Ross Blinderman
Michael Blitz
Lula Mae Blocton
Eric Blum
Melinda Blum
Tom Blum
Rebecca Boas
John Bogaert
W. Frank Bohlen
Ann Boland
Tia Bonacore
Caroline Bonebrake
Emily Bonebrake
Sarah Bonebrake
Dana Borgman
Kristin Borowski
Jim Boudreau
Kristen Boudreau
Todd Boule
Maddie Bourque
Ben Bousquet
Steven Boyd
Kathryn Boylan
Tizauni Boyles
Kesi Brathwaite
Michael Brennan
Tim Brennan
Lauren Brill
Noiel Brill
Marc Brinker
Sue Brinker
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Despite the cold and snow of 
this past winter, children and families 
in Philadelphia got to feel Camp’s 
comforting warmth thanks to an 
expansion of the Hospital Outreach 
Program. Since last fall, HOP has been 
bringing Camp love to the Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) Main 
Campus, CHOP Specialty Care and 
Ambulatory Center in Vorhees,  
CHOP Specialty Care Center in King  
of Prussia and St. Christopher’s  
Hospital for Children.

While the Hospital Outreach 
Program may be new to the region, 
the specialists are not. Michelle “Gill” 
McKenna, Kyle Smith and Frankie 
Martin are all local to the Philly area and 
all attended Camp as children. Indeed, 
these long-time Camp volunteers share 
a special insight into the experience 
Camp provides. 

“I feel like my two worlds have 
collided,” said Regional Manager 
McKenna. “I get to bring the most 
magical place I know to kids in a city 
I love. It’s awe-inspiring to see how 

easily a hospital room in Philadelphia 
can become the porch of arts and 
crafts at Camp, complete with a 
fabulous creation and all the laughter 
and smiles too.”  

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
has been so impressed with those 
smiles and the laughter echoing up 
and down its halls that they’ve asked 
the Hole in the Wall to take over 
coordination of a long-standing event 
– Camp Week at CHOP. This summer, 
the hospital outreach specialists will 
transform CHOP’s main campus into 
“Downtown Camp,” complete with 
arts and crafts, woodshop, fishing and 
archery. From the opening “campfire” 
to the closing singing of “Stars in 
the Sky” and everything in between 
(including unit cheers and even 
carnivarty), CHOP will see what it’s like 
to “raise a little hell” Camp style. 

For more information about 
Camp’s Hospital Outreach Program, 
please contact Mary Naumec at mary.
naumec@holeinthewallgang.org or 
(860) 429-3444.

Hospital Outreach® 
  on the GO

Highlights from our exciting year-round 
program that brings the joy of Camp to seriously ill 
children in locations across the Northeast. 

The Duffy Family

When the Duffys first learned 
about Camp four years ago, they 
had no idea that the Hole in the Wall 
would become so meaningful to them. 
After participating first in a Fall Family 
Weekend, the family of five has since 
experienced Camp magic through 
Hero’s Journey, CampOut and the 
Summer Program as both a camper and 
sibling campers. They also have been 
visited by the Hospital Outreach team 
during camper Luke’s treatments, and 
mom and dad have plans to attend a 
COPE session in the future.

The family treasures their Camp 
experiences and the healing power 
they all have felt being part of such 
an amazing community. “I couldn’t 
believe there could be so much good 
that came from a cancer diagnosis,” 
said mom Lisa. “But Camp has given 
the kids the opportunity to feel secure, 
comfortable, accepted and happy. The 
sense of camaraderie and belonging has 

also provided them the opportunity to 
impact others and pay it forward.”

The Duffys credit Cabin Chat, the 
nightly Camp ritual where campers are 
guided in a discussion of their thoughts, 
experiences, accomplishments and fears, 
with much of that feeling of acceptance. 
They view it as a sanctuary for caring 
and sharing that is unique to the Camp 
experience. “Though I’m not privy to 
what exactly has been discussed in our 
sons’ Cabin Chats, since they are sacred 
and not discussed outside of Camp,” said 
Lisa, “I do know that it has been very 
powerful for our family.” 

The Hospital Outreach visits have 
also been tremendously meaningful. 
“Luke felt so comforted when Bryan 
came, and they wrote this beautiful 
poem,” said Lisa. “For a 12-year-old 
who has experienced so much, it’s very 
powerful to be able to articulate it. It 
really helps kids cope in a situation 
where they could so easily give up.”

You can read Luke’s poem in the new 
Creative Zone on Page 2.

 Stories from current and former camper families. 
Family Flats

What’s New at The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp 
Hospital Outreach Program
	HOP’s growth will continue this fall with a launch in Northern New 

Jersey. Keep an eye out in the next Gazette for updates!

	The Central New England HOP team started programming at 
Blythedale Children’s Hospital in Valhalla, NY; Maria Fareri Children’s 
Hospital at Westchester Medical Center (NY) and the Springfield, 
Mass., Ronald McDonald House.

	 HOP presented to the Connecticut Children’s Medical Center Hospital 
Leadership Team about its 12-year history with CT Children’s and recent 
collaborations, including a patient-driven Katy Perry “Roar” video.

	HOP supported many hospital, clinic and community-based holiday 
parties and celebrations in December, including the Boston Sickle Cell 
Association annual party, Mt. Sinai Holiday Celebration and the New 
Year’s Eve celebrations at Yale-New Haven Children’s Hospital.

	 Jeremiah Stevenson joined the Boston Team as the newest HOP specialist.

	HOP will host its annual Hospital Caregivers Retreat April 10 -11 at Camp.  

Former campers turned  Philadelphia Hospital Outreach Specialists Michelle “Gill” McKenna, Kyle 
Smith and Frankie Martin enjoy a sunny afternoon back at Camp.

Below: Camper Luke Duffy (right) and Sibling Campers Trent (left) and Clay (center). 

Nestlé Waters North America
Water, water everywhere and 

many drops to drink, thanks to 
our friends at Nestlé Waters North 
America, parent company of 
Poland Spring. The company has 
generously been quenching Camp 
thirsts since 2005 by donating 
Poland Spring 100% Natural Spring 
Water for use during Camp’s year-
round programs and Team Hole 
in the Wall events. In fact, this 
past year alone, they provided 
more than 10,000 bottles to help 
keep Hole in the Wall campers, 
counselors and athletes hydrated.

“Hydration is clearly important 
for everyone but especially for our 
campers, who are not only at play 
during the hot days of summer, 
but who are also facing serious 
illnesses,” said Ray Shedd, senior 
development officer at Camp. “We 
are so grateful for Nestlé Waters’ 
long-time support and generosity.”

And the organization’s 
generosity doesn’t end with water: 
Nestlé Waters has also contributed 
more than $1.2 million to Camp 
over the years. And its employees 
are equally giving. This past year, 
more than 100 Nestlé employees 
volunteered onsite through Camp’s 
Helping Hands workday initiative, 
making beds and prepping the 
cabins between summer sessions.

Tim Brown, president and CEO 
of Nestlé Waters North America, 
said, “Camp is our neighbor here in 
Connecticut. We encourage all of our 
employees to assist during volunteer 
days while providing campers and 
staff with Poland Spring, but the 
reward of giving is all ours.”

For more information on The 
Hole in the Wall Gang Camp’s 
Corporate Partners Program, please 
contact Ray Shedd at ray.shedd@
holeinthewallgang.org or visit 
www.holeinthewallgang.org. 

Sheriff’s 
   Spotlight

             A Shout-Out to our dedicated corporate partners.
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wtuwtuOur Events
Highlights of our latest benefit events and those to come…

More than 1,000 campers, camper 
families, staff, volunteers and Camp 
friends gathered under the big top 
November 9, 2013, for the 22nd 
Annual Big Apple Bash – a private 
performance of the Big Apple Circus 
at Lincoln Center – where they were 
treated to clown noses, face painting 
and campy gift bags.

But the antics didn’t end there. 
After the show, sponsors and donors 
were transported to the Hard Rock 
Café in Times Square where, for the 
first time ever, we took over the entire 
venue. The after-party featured a 
dinner buffet inspired by the circus, 
complete with a hot dog cart, popcorn 
and cotton candy machines! 

A tango led by Jimmy Canton and 
event emcee Mandy Lauderdale kicked-
off a brief program, which also featured 
videos highlighting Camp’s history, live 
musical performances and a speech 
by camper Maggie, who shared how 
the memories of her seven summers 

at Camp will stay with her forever. The 
program concluded with a cake-eating 
contest that pitted Meghan Schottland 
of event sponsor American Packaging 
Corp. against fellow sponsor John 
LiDestri of LiDestri Food & Beverage. 
We’ll let you guess who won!

And then, the dancing began. 
Young and old boogied the night away, 
while the New York Hospital Outreach 
Team facilitated arts and crafts. 
Caricaturists, a balloon artist, airbrush 
tattoo stations and a photo booth 
rounded out the evening activities. 

Thanks to the support of the 
“Greatest Sponsors on Earth,” American 
Packaging Corp. and LiDestri Food 
& Beverage, as well as hundreds of 
donors, this year’s Big Apple Bash raised 
more than $1.1 million to support The 
Hole in the Wall Gang Camp – a record 
for the event.
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For most of us, running a 
marathon would be a monumental 
accomplishment unto itself. But for 
Team Hole in the Wall Member Larry 
Grogin, a marathon is just another 26.2-
mile day in support of Camp. 

This April, Grogin will tackle not 
only the Boston Marathon but will run 
more than 200 miles from his home 
in New Jersey to the race start – all to 
raise money for The Hole in the Wall 
Gang Camp.

“This amazing run is just the 
latest in a long line of unbelievable 
physical feats Larry has undertaken 
to support Camp,” said Ray Shedd, 
senior development officer. “We are so 

Team Update
grateful to him and are thrilled to have 
him on the Team.”

Indeed, endurance sports 
are nothing new for Grogin, who 
has participated in 26 Ironman 
Triathlons, hundreds of marathons 
and the prestigious Norseman Xtreme 
Triathlon in Norway. 

But even for the most exceptional 
athletes, running 30 miles each day for 
seven days leading up to a marathon is 
an amazing accomplishment. Grogin will 
begin his run April 13 in his hometown 
of Franklin Lakes, N.J. He will stop in Fort 
Montgomery, N.Y.; New Canaan, Conn.; 
Shelton, Conn.; Hartford, Conn.; and at 
Camp before finishing in Hopkinton, 

Mass., seven days later, on April 19. Then, 
on April 21, he’ll join 36,000 runners for 
the Boston Marathon.

“Every day, Hole in the Wall 
Campers push past their limitations to 
accomplish what seems impossible,” 
said Grogin. “It is this spirit that inspires 
me to push myself in support of these 
beautiful families.”

Feeling inspired to join an 
upcoming Team event or encourage 
athletes in the cheer zone? Contact 
Dave MacNiven, director of recruitment 
and strategy for Team Hole in the Wall, 
at (203)777-0522 or at david.macniven@
holeinthewallgang.org. 

What’s new and exciting at Team Hole in the Wall…

Team Hole in the Wall 2014 Event Calendar
Join us as an athlete or in the cheer zone!

Boston Marathon, April 21

TD Five Boro Bike Tour, May 4

AngelRide, May 24 – 25

Fairfield Road Race Half 
Marathon & 5K, June 21 – 22

Kayak for Camp – July 12

New York City Triathlon, August 3

Camp Challenge Ride &  
Bandit 5K, September 6

Hartford Marathon &  
Half Marathon, October 11

New York City Marathon, 
November 2 

Saddle Up

13th Annual Polo for  
Children Benefit
Greenwich, Conn. – June 1
Spend a family friendly afternoon 
with the Camp community on the 
grounds of the Greenwich Polo Club. 
This fun-filled day features cocktails 
and hors d’oeuvres with celebrity 
chef Lydia Bastianich, as well as a lun-
cheon, and silent and live auctions. 
A picnic party boasting a variety of 
activities is planned for children in 
attendance. The afternoon concludes 
with a High-Goal Polo match.

12th Annual “Fore a Very Good 
Cause” Golf Tournament
Mamaroneck, NY  – September 2
Our annual golf tournament is moving 
to one of the country’s most presti-
gious golf courses - Winged Foot Golf 
Club in Mamaroneck, NY.  This year’s 
tournament will feature a gourmet 
brunch followed by a round of 18 
holes at the celebrated club, which  
allows Camp to accommodate more 
players than in previous years. Par-
ticipants can also enjoy an evening 
dinner reception where tournament 
prizes are awarded and a variety of 
auction items are up for bid. 

24th Annual Fandango  
Benefit Gala 
Ashford, Conn. –  September 13
Join us at Camp for a fun-filled af-
ternoon featuring a performance by 
celebrity friends and our amazing Hole 
in the Wall Gang Campers, cocktails 
and hors d’oeuvres, and silent and live 
auctions. All guests are also invited to 
a post-party featuring a buffet dinner, 
a live band and dancing.  

23rd Annual Big Apple Bash
New York, NY -  November 
Join The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp 
family for a private afternoon per-
formance of the Big Apple Circus at 
Lincoln Center, followed by a circus-
inspired evening dinner reception 
with children’s activities, music 
and dancing at the Hard Rock Café. 
Thanks to the generosity of our spon-
sors, our campers and their families 
also attend the private circus perfor-
mance free of charge.

Learn more about all of our 
Camp-hosted benefit events at 
www.holeinthewallgang.org/
ourevents or contact Director 

of Special Events Jennifer 
Weeks at jennifer.weeks@

holeinthewallgang.org.

Camp Benefit Events 2014

Above left: Event sponsors Peter Schottland and Stefani LiDestri can’t help but smile at the fun-filled event. 
Above center: Campers took advantage of the face painting with beautiful results. Above right: Meghan 
Schottland and John LiDestri go head to head in the cake eating contest.
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	 Founded in 1988 by Paul Newman, The Hole in the Wall Gang 
Camp is a community dedicated to providing “a different kind of 
healing” to children and their families coping with cancer, sickle 
cell anemia and other serious illnesses. Through summer sessions 
and family weekend programs at the Camp in Ashford, Connecticut, 
and year-round outreach to hospitals and clinics throughout the 
Northeast, the Camp serves more than 20,000 children and family 
members annually. All services are free of charge.
	 The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp never sells or shares its donor 
names and addresses. This policy reflects our commitment as a charity 
to maintain the highest integrity in order to protect and ensure privacy, 
while building a personal relationship with each donor. 

The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp 
555 Long Wharf Drive
New Haven, CT 06511
Tel: (203) 772-0522
Fax: (203) 782-1725
info@holeinthewallgang.org

The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp
565 Ashford Center Road
Ashford, CT 06278
Tel: (860) 429-3444
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What could be more exciting than 
welcoming a new executive Camp 
director? Welcoming back an old friend!

Padraig Barry, who rejoined 
Camp in January, will work closely 
with CEO Jimmy Canton and Chief 
Program Officer Becca Allen to help 
guide Camp’s programming onsite, 
taking the reigns from Matty Cook, 
who will now oversee the Hero’s 
Journey program. As executive 
Camp director, Barry is charged with 
looking at how to grow services in 
Ashford in both the near and far term 
to improve offerings in thoughtful 
ways while building innovation into 
the programming. To accomplish 
this, he’ll look to incorporate best 
practices from across Camp, as well as 
the SeriousFun sister camps.

“Padraig’s work at the SeriousFun 
Children’s Network over the past six 
years will allow him to share best 

practices from our sister camps 
around the world with Hole in the 
Wall,” said Camp CEO Jimmy Canton. 
“He’s an extraordinary leader and 
human being and all of us are thrilled 
at his return.”

Barry has been an incredible part 
of the Camp community since 1995, 
when the young university student 
joined Barretstown, a sister camp 
in Ireland, as a summer counselor. 
After just three weeks, he felt he 
had found a home for his passion, 
and his creativity and smarts have 
been fixtures across the SeriousFun 
Children’s Network ever since.

“I have been very fortunate to 
live out my dreams and work with 
all the camps around the world,” 
said Barry, who spent seven years 
in the SeriousFun support center. 
“I’m looking forward to taking those 
experiences and synthesizing what is 

in place and good at Hole in the Wall 
Camp with what I’ve seen that’s good 
at other camps.”

Here at Hole in the Wall, Barry 
previously headed Camp’s woodshop, 

and also served as program 
coordinator, residential life director 
and web master from 1997 to 2006. 
He’s happy to be back in the Hole in 
the Wall Gang family again.

Pardner Profile 
A place to shout about a few of the people who make Camp the remarkable place it is.

  for 
Camp

When 8th grader Mackenzie Page 
learned about her friend Zoe’s brain 
cancer diagnosis, she wanted to do 
something that would help her and 
other children facing difficult medical 
challenges. So she created The Great 
Pumpkin Challenge to inspire her 
community to get involved and help 
raise money to support Zoe and 
others like her. Three years later, she’s 
raised more than $6,000 for Camp 
and inspired a new community events 
program – Kids for Camp.

“I wish that I could take my friend 
Zoe’s cancer away, but that’s not how it 
works,” said Mackenzie. “What I can do 
is support her courage and strength. 

She inspires me, and I am committed to 
making a difference in her life through 
celebrating friends, family, community 
and benefiting the lives of other kids 
going through difficult situations.”

The Great Pumpkin Challenge 
invites the community to bring carved 
pumpkins to Mackenzie’s home along 
with a $5 donation. The pumpkins 
are then displayed for all to see on 
Halloween. This past year, she collected 
172 pumpkins and raised more than 
$4,500 for Camp.

The Kids for Camp program 
encourages young people like 
Mackenzie to practice active compassion 
as they raise funds and awareness for 

The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp. The 
events they organize celebrate the fun, 
friendship and spirit of childhood while 
embracing the core Camp principles of 
safety, respect and love. 

“One of the things that defines 
the magic of Hole in the Wall is the 
community of kindred spirits that our 
campers find at Camp and instantly 
realize that they are not alone,” said 
Ken Alberti, Camp’s chief development 
officer. “In Kids for Camp, we see a 
beautiful reflection of that same spirit as 
children take initiative to raise funds and 
awareness that will that not only support 
our campers, but also remind them and 
their families of a broader community 

that stands alongside them.” 
Other children participating in Kids 

for Camp have planned events like the 
Hopkin’s Hop-a-thon, the Litchfield 
Spelling Bee and the Indian Mountain 
School “By Kids for Kids” concert and 
others.

Check out Camp’s online event 
calendar to see when these and 
other events are coming to your 
area at www.holeinthewallgang.org/
eventscalendar. 

Young people and adults 
interested in starting their own events 
should contact Andrea Keefe at 
andrea.keefe@holeinthewallgang.org  
or (203) 772-0522.

Saddle Up
Camp is at the epicenter of a caring 
community.  Our gratitude goes out to all 
who host and organize fundraising events in 
support of Camp’s mission.

Mackenzie shows off some of the amazing pumpkins donated to  
The Great Pumpkin Challenge.

Padraig strikes a pose in the Theater

“I wish that I could take my friend Zoe’s cancer away, but that’s not 

how it works. What I can do is support her courage and strength.”
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Laughter is the order of the day during a visit from the Hospital Outreach Program.

Look inside  
to read how  
Camp is hitting  
the road…


